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18th Century

In the beginning of the 1720s Parlament accepted the constitution that came into play in 1772. We call this era in Swedish history "the Age of Freedom", because there was no longer the unquestionable rule of the monarchy, instead there came a time with more freedom. Instead of the king having the right to do whatever he wants, the Four Stands of Parlament decided the rules which the royals had to follow.

Life in the countryside during the Great Northern War that took place between 1700 to 1721 has been descibed best by a Dutch traveler in 1719; "Nowhere in Sweden did I see a single young man between 20 and 40 years of age, only soldiers. The cruel war had swept away almost the entire youth of this unhappy realm...The whole kingdom to an unbelievable degree [was] run to seed. Often, arriving at an in we found neither people, nor horses"

All this changed with the good harvests during the 1720s and 30s, and farming conditions were outstanding for the remainder of the century which also led to a growth in population. The success within farming led to a drastic change in landownership that among other things resulted in peasants, after the law that was passed in 1789, started buying aristocratic lands guaranteeing the peasants a strong political position during the late 19th century. Around the same time the social gaps were widening in the country side, many homesteads had no chose but to be split up to provide for growing families. This resulted in what began as a small fraction of people not have any land, eventually became the majority of the people with resulted in over 850'000 Swedes emigrating to the New World in the 19th century.

19th Century

The growth rate used to be fairly low, even though there was twice as many children born then than there is today, alot of infants died at birth and the crops were seldom all successfull. Despite this, the population doubled even though 850'000 emigrated to America.

There was also more food due to new methods of grain farming and successful potato crops, this raising the hygenic standard and reduced the death rates. The bishop and poet Esaias Tegnér explained these changes with the famous words "Peace, vaccination, and potatoes"

Alot of people moved into the cities to quit the farming jobs in hope of finding work at factories, also, with the changes in agriculture there were less farmers needed now that various techniques and devices could replace them which resulted in large amounts of unemployed people, this was another factor for the emigration to the New World, one of the "Push" factors.

After the year 1814 Sweden there was peace all over Sweden, a tradition that hasn't been broken til this day. Compared to other countries Sweden has kept an impressive time of peace, but not at an expense, what I'm referring to is the Nazi collaborators during WWII, we stood by and did nothing while they shipped troops into Norway, and that's just one example.

In 1855 the english engineer Henry Bessermer developed a method of making forgeable iron, previous to this you would have needed to use large sledgehammers to form hot iron in to steel, which took a long time in comparison.

The Thomas process was first used for the production of steel in Sweden in 1880, the method was namned after it's inventor S G Thomas. With the Thomas process you could produce iron from malm that was very fosphor rich, until then that kind of malm had been next to useless, all of the sudden large finds in Kiruna, Gävle and Gällivare was worth millions. Large shipments of malm started being sent to Germany, whom now started to catch up to Great Britain in the industrial race.
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